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From the Commander's Tent

Gentlemen,

I hope this finds you all doing
well.

It has been another busy month
for the camp. On August 20th,
some of our members enjoyed a
trip to Petersburg. We had the
privilege of having a knowledge-
able tour guide and everyone
who attended enjoyed the trip.

[ am hoping to see many of you
at our September meet-

ing. We need to have a good
turnout as there is much busi-
ness to discuss.

[ am sure by now, most of you
know the Early Monument in
front of Fort Early was hit by a
car again. This will be one of

the topics we will cover...what
our involvement with this will

be.

I look forward to seeing all of
you Thursday.

Fighting For the Cause,

David W Smith
Commander

A PRISONER’S TALE
By Jaine Treadwell

Surviving prison camps called ‘a
miracle’

The Sesquicentennial of the War Be-
tween the States began on April 14,
the date that shots were fired at Fort
Sumter in 1861, and will officially
end on May 26, the date that the
last Confederate troops surrendered
in 1865.

An estimated 620,000 lives were lost
during the War Between the States,
making it the most costly war that
America has fought.

During the 150th anniversary of the
War Between the States, 2011-15,
people from all walks of life and of
all ages will visit the sites of the his-
toric battles that pitted father

Continued on Page 2
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Confeder'a’re Blogr'aphy Col. James Winston Watts, 2nd VA Cav.

| Colonel James Winston
; -." Watts, eldest son of

~ Richard D. and Isabelle
~ (Newell) Watts, was
born in Bedford coun-
~ ty, Virginia, April 19,
1833, died in Lynch-
burg, Virginia, Decem-
ber 3, 1906. He was
well educated in Vir-
ginia schools, grew to
manhood on the home
plantation and early
became prominent in
local affairs, holding
the office of magistrate
when barely qualified
in point of years. He
became one of the
prosperous planters of
Bedford county and
busied himself with private and county affairs until
his state called for her loyal sons at the outbreak of
hostilities between the states. He entered the Con-
federate army in April, 1861, as first lieutenant of
Company A, Second Regiment Virginia Cavalry, and
at once went to the front. In August, 1861, for
"meritorious service" he was commissioned captain,
serving in that rank until May, 1862. Upon the reor-
ganization of the Army of Northern Virginia he was
commissioned lieutenant-colonel, on the last-named
date, and attached to General Turner Ashby's bri-
gade, "Stonewall" Jackson's division. He served with
distinction as lieutenant-colonel of the Second Vir-
ginia Cavalry until, disabled by wounds in the action
at Aldie in July, 1863, he was forced to retire for a

A e
CM Qces
v 7, ‘'

season. One month later he returned to duty, being
assigned to the command of the military post at Bed-
ford City (then known as Liberty), where he contin-
ued in command until the surrender of the Army of
Northern Virginia at Appomattox Court House. He
then started to join the army of General Johnston in
the south, reached Augusta, Georgia, there reporting
to General Frye. Realizing at last that further re-
sistance was useless he gave up his sword, was pa-
roled and returned to his home in Virginia.

The list of battles in which he was engaged reveals a
record of which the bravest of soldiers might well be
proud. He participated in the early actions of Vienna.
Manassas and Flint Hill; then with Jackson in the
Valley, fought at Front Royal, Newton, Winchester,
Hall Town, Rude's Hill, Strasburg, Cross Keys and
Port Republic ; took part in the seven days of bloody
struggle before Richmond; fought at Cedar Moun-
tain, Bristoe Station, Groveton, and Second Manas-
sas, at Occoquan, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville.
White Oak Swamp, Brandy Station, Aldie, Winches-
ter (1864) and Lynchburg (1864). He was slightly
wounded in an affair at Little Washington, in the
Valley campaign; and at both
Occoquan and Aldie was severely
wounded.

During the second battle of Ma-
nassas,

Colonel Watts led the advance of
his regiment (Second Virginia
Cavalry) in the charge at the
Lewis House, which is conceded
by all writers on the Confederate
cavalry to have been the most
brilliant

charge of the

Continued on Page 4

A PRISONER’S TALE By Jaine Treadwell

against son and brother against brother.

Civil War trails have been established, re-
enactments planned and special events and activi-
ties will commemorate this dark period of Ameri-
can history.

Andersonville National Historic Site in Anderson-
ville, Ga., includes the Andersonville Civil War
Prison Camp, the 16-acre prison camp that was
designed to hold 10,000 Union prisoners but, at
one time, held 33,000 prisoners. More than
13,000 prisoners died at Andersonville prison of
starvation, malnutrition, diarrhea and disease.
Dr. Milton McPherson, retired Troy University his-

tory professor, said that conditions at Anderson-
ville were so atrocious because the Southern rail-
road system had been destroyed and there was no
way to get food and medical supplies to the pris-
oners.

The camp’s only water supply was a stream that
ran through the camp. In short time, the stream
became contaminated but the prisoners had no
other choice but to consume it.

As the number of prisoners grew, 10 acres were
added to the camp but it was so overcrowded that
the prisoners were standing almost shoulder-to-
shoulder.
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“Gen. Lee requested time after time, the exchange
of prisoners but the Union would have no part of
that,” McPherson said. “The South had only a
fraction of the manpower of the North so the North
had the advantage in manpower. War is the mutu-
al destruction of man and materials. There was no
reason for Grant to give back prisoners to return
and fight for the Union. So, the commander at An-
dersonville did the best he could with what little
he had.”

McPherson said that conditions in the prison
camps in the North were not much better — freez-
ing temperatures, smallpox and dysentery.
“Prisoners were deliberately mistreated in retalia-
tion of the conditions their prisoners were living in
at Andersonville,” he said. “There was death and
dying in those Union camps every day, too.”
McPherson said it was a miracle that any prisoner
left the war camps alive.

One “miracle” returned to Pike County, Alabama.
At the age of 17, Yancey Bryan of Mossy Grove
joined Company “F” of the 57th Alabama Infantry.
He participated in the battles of Resaca, Atlanta,
Jonesboro, Franklin and Nashville.

“Yancey Bryan was captured at Nashville while on
picket duty,” said John Phillip Johnston of Brun-
didge who is Bryan’s great-grandson. “He was sent
to the notorious prison camp at Camp Douglas,
lllinois, where he remained until he was paroled at
the end of the war.”

Camp Douglas Prison was called the North’s An-
dersonville. Confederate soldiers starved to death
as food rations were withheld. Many were deprived
of blankets during severe weather and froze to
death. One in five prisoners died at Camp Doug-
las, which had the highest mortality rate of all Un-
ion Civil War prisons.

Johnston said he had heard many stories about
his great-grandfather from his grandmother and
his mother.

“My great-grandfather told my grandmother that
the Confederate soldiers at Camp Douglas were
offered parole on the condition that they would
fight for the Union,” Johnston said. “But, being
die-hard Southerners, they wouldn’t do that.”
Bryan refused all offers of parole and somehow he
survived the conditions of Camp Douglas. When
the war ended, he was given a half loaf of stale
bread and a ham bone with shreds of meat cling-
ing to it. Bryan was so hungry that he gnawed the
bone like a starving dog.

“He probably was close to starving,” Johnston
said. “The railroad system was all torn up so the
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only way he had to get home was by walking. And
he was looking at a long walk home, about 750
miles and he didn’t even know which way home
was. He probably knew which way was south but
that was all.”

Johnston said that, when nightfall came, Bryan
always tried to be close to a church.

“He thought that if he could slip in a church that
he would be safe. One night, he said that he
couldn’t find a church so he crawled up next to a
picket fence. Some time during the night, he felt
something nudge up against him and it almost
scared him to death. Now, he was only 18 years
old. When he finally got up to look, it was an old
hog rooting around him. He guessed the hog was
smelling that old ham bone he kept to gnaw on.”
Bryan walked every step of the way from Fort
Douglas near the shores of Lake Michigan to
Mossy Grove in Pike County.

Bryan married Susan Pinckard of Hilliard’s Cross
Roads and they had 10 children. After the death of
his first wife, Bryan married Amy Herrington and
they had six children and five of them, Florence
Helms, Maud Reddock, Claude Bryan, Lula Belle
Carlisle and Leila Bryan, were citizens of Brun-
didge.

“When my mother, Helen Helms Johnston, was a
student at Pike County High School in 1928, she
was studying American history,” Johnston said.
“Her teacher asked her if her grandfather was a
veteran of the War Between the States. Mother
said that he certainly was so the teacher asked
her to bring him to the class to speak to the stu-
dents about the war and his prisoner of war expe-
riences.

“Mother said that she was so proud of him the day
he came and spoke to her class,” Johnston said.
“She said the students were enthralled with his
stories and Grandpa Bryan fully enjoyed being the
center of attention.”

http:/ /www.troymessenger.com/2011/08/27/a-
prisoner%E2%80%99s-tale /
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Confederate Biography: Col. James Winston Watts, 2nd VA Cav.

war. Here this regiment met a full
brigade of Federal cavalry and
charged them with such impetu-
osity that the Confederates cut
their way through the first line of
the enemy into the very heart of
the Federal brigade. Here a des-
perate hand to hand fight took
place before the enemy was re-
pulsed and driven from the field.
In this fight Colonel Watts re-
ceived eight sabre wounds.

In May, 1862. when General Jack-
son was driving General Banks
from the Valley of Virginia. Colo-
nel Watts with fifty-three men
charged an infantry regiment of
Federals while passing through
Newton, Fredericks county, scat-
tering them and bringing out one
hundred and twenty-five prisoners
and several wagons, almost in the
face of the main body of the ene-
my. He led his regiment on that
famous raid of General "Jeb" Stu-
art's into Chambersburg in 1862,
bringing back six hundred head of
horses as trophies. In December,
1862, near Occoquan. with one
squadron, all that could be used
of the regiment, he charged a full

Col. Watts started the
business Jones, Watts & Co.
which later became Barker &

Jennings Hardware Co.

regiment of Federal cavalry, Penn-
sylvania troops, driving it more
than two miles, completely routing
it, killing and wounding thirty
men, besides capturing many of
their horses. In physique, tall,
erect, lithe and well proportioned;
in temperament, uniformly cour-
teous, whether obeying authority
or exercising it; in action, swift
and dexterous, always brave, nev-
er rash—he was the ideal soldier.
The war over, his spirit nothing

daunted, he at once set about re-
pairing his financial losses. His
lands devastated, his labor freed,
he decided to enter commercial
life, and in 1865 made his home
in Lynchburg, uniting with his
brother, Richard T. Watts, and his
brother-in-law. George M. Jones,
in forming the co-partnership
Jones, Watts & Company, with
three stores in Lynchburg and
branches in Danville, Bedford
City, Salem and Roanoke, and for
nearly a quarter of a century
theirs was the leading hardware
house in the western half of the
state. In 1887 they sold to Bell,
Barker & Jennings and retired
from the hardware business, but
continued their association, mak-
ing investments in the old firm
name. They became interested in
several coal mining operations,
and at the time of his death Colo-
nel Watts was director in the
Gilliam, the Louisville, and the
Greenbriar Coal and Coke compa-
nies. He was at one time president
of the National Exchange Bank,
and was at different times a direc-
tor in this and other banks of
Lynchburg. In addition to this he
was one of the leading spirits in
establishing the Lynchburg Cot-
ton Mill, his labor as well as his
capital furnishing an important
contribution to its success.

He was always deeply interested
in the welfare of the city of his
adoption, and did much for its
advancement. He was elected to
the city council in 1877 and
served on many important com-
mittees. He was again elected in
1902, but declined to serve on ac-
count of his age and the press of
other business. For more than
twenty years he was a judge of
elections in the second ward, and
at his death was serving as presi-
dent of the board of police com-
missioners. Not only did he give

time and labor to the service of
the city, but his means as well.
Few public or private interests
failed of remembrance at his
hands, and from him Court Street
Church, the Randolph-Macon Col-
lege at Ashland, the Randolph-
Macon Woman's College and the
Young Men's Christian Associa-
tion of Lynchburg, all received
generous aid. He was for forty-
eight years a steward of the Meth-
odist church, thirty-five years of
this term being spent on the
board of the Court Street Church,
of which he was chairman for fif-
teen years. About a year before
his death, on account of ill health,
he resigned, and if it were neces-
sary to seek testimony of his love
for the church and the brethren,
it could be found in his letter of
resignation. As long as his health
permitted he taught a class in the
Sunday school, and no teacher
was ever more faithful.

In the death of Colonel Watts the
city of Lynchburg and the com-
monwealth of Virginia suffered a
distinct loss. Few men in the city
were so generally beloved and
none more highly respected. Men
admired and esteemed him. not
only for what he accomplished,
but for what he was. High-
minded, warm-hearted, chival-
rous, brave, yet gentle and modest
as a woman, and child-like in the
candor and simplicity of his na-
ture, he was at once the manliest
of men, and the most lovable and
companionable. Himself free from
guile, his charity in judging others
was never-failing. He lived in the
open, trusting and trusted, his life
known and read of all men.

Tyler, Lyon Gardiner, ed. New
York: Lewis Historical Publishing
Company, 1915.
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PROCLAMATION BY
THE GOVERNOR.

State Of Virginia,
Executive Department,
Danville, April 20, 1865.

In consequence of the occupa-
tion of the Capital of the State
by the forces of the United
States and the surrender of the
Army of Northern Virginia, nu-
merous evil-disposed persons,
associated in bands and small
parties, embrace the unhappy
opportunity to inflict upon the
persons and property of the
good people of the Common
wealth such outrages as
threaten the destruction of all
social order. This deplorable
state of things makes it indis-
pensable that fall good citizens
should thoroughly organize for
the suppression of lawlessness
and for the enforcement of the
laws.

Therefore, I, WILLIAM SMITH,
Governor of the Common-
wealth, do hereby command
the Sheriffs and other civil of-
ficers of the several cities,
towns and counties to proceed,
with all despatch, to organize
the citizens thereof, with a view
'to the maintenance of the laws
and the preservation of order.
It is enjoined upon all persons
to be active in the performance
of all these duties. The Sheriffs
are authorized and required to
collect from citizens and oth-
ers, in their respective coun-
ties, such public arms as they
may find necessary for the pur-
poses indicated.

Persons passing through the
country are advised to demean
themselves in a quiet and or-
derly manner and to return to
their homes without delay;

there to await further develop-
ments and information. And in
the meanwhile, all citizens are
enjoined to resume their ordi-
nary avocations and pursue
the same with energy and in-
dustry.

Never in the history of Virginia
have such claims been made
upon the fortitude, love of or-
der, good sense and courage of
our people, and it is hoped and
confidently believed that those
high qualities will not be want-
ing on the present trying occa-
sion.

WILLIAM SMITH.

Bell, John W. Memoirs of Governor
William Smith, New York: The
Moss Engraving Company, 1891.
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Damage to the Monument to
Lt. Gen. Jubal Early

During the night of September 10-
11, a drunk driver struck the
monument at Fort Early to Jubal
Early. While driving northeast on
Fort Ave., the driver failed to ne-
gotiate the turn onto Memorial
Avenue and hit the monument,
knocking it at an angle on the
foundation. The three sections
were dislodged from the others,
but remained standing.

Lt. Commander Tim Roach has
discussed the situation with the
City Manager and he has already
set about a plan to make repairs
to the monument. This will be
discussed at the meeting on Sep-
tember 15. See the photos below
and more at:

http:/ /www.garland-rodes.com/
mondamage.html




Page 6

The Muster Roll

Gen. Thomas T. Munford’s Special Orders No. 6 and Reply To Governor Smith’s Proclamation

Headquarters Munford's Cav.
Brig. I

April 21, 1865.; Special Orders,
No. 6.

Soldiers—I have just received a
communication from the Presi-
dent of the Confederate States,
ordering us again to the field in
defence of our liberties. General
Johnston, with an army con-
stantly increasing, well appointed
and disciplined, still upholds our
glorious banner, and we are or-
dered to report to him. Our cause
is not dead. Let the same stern
determination to be free, which
has supported you for four years
of gallant struggle, still animate
you, and it can never die. One
disaster, however serious, cannot
crush out the spirit of Virginians,
and make them tamely submit to
their enemies, who have given
us, during all these terrible years
of war, so many evidences of
their devilish malignity in our
devastated fields, our burned
homesteads, our violated daugh-
ters and our murdered thou-
sands. Virginians will under-
stand that their present pretend-
ed policy of conciliation is but
the cunning desire of the Yankee
to lull us to sleep, while they riv-
et the chains they have been
making such gigantic efforts to
forge, and which they will as
surely make us wear forever, if
we tamely submit. We have
sworn a thousand times by our
eternal wrongs, by our sacred
God-given rights, by the memory
of our noble fathers and our glo-
rious past, by our gallant dead
who lie in every plain of our war-
scarred State, by our glorious
victories on many a well-fought
field that we would be free. Shall
we not keep our oaths? Can we
kneel down by the graves of our

dead, kneel in the very blood
from sons yet fresh, and kiss the
rod which smote them down?
Never! never! Better die a thou-
sand deaths! We have still power
to resist. There are more men at
home, to-day, belonging to the
army of Northern Virginia, than
were surrendered at Appomattox.
Let them rally to the call of our
President and, Virginia, our be-
loved old Commonwealth shall
yet stand triumphant and defi-
ant, with her foot upon her ty-
rant's prostrate, and her proud
old banner, never yet sullied,
with its "Sic Semper Tyrannis"
streaming over her.

Soldiers of the old Brigade! to
you I confidently appeal. You
have never been surrendered!
Cutting your way out of the ene-
mies lines before the surrender
was determined, you, together
with a majority of the cavalry, are
free to follow your country's flag.
The eyes of your Virginia, now
bleeding at every pore, turns with
special interest to you; will you
desert her at her sorest need?
You will never descend to such
infamy. Let us renew our vows,
and swear again by our broken
altars, to be free or die. Let us
teach our children eternal hostil-
ity to our foes. What though we
perish in the fight; as surely as
the God of justice reigns, the
truth, the right will triumph, and
though we may not, our children
will win the glorious fight, for it is
not within the nature of her
Southern sons to wear the
chains of Yankee rule.

We have, still a country, a flag,
an army, a Government. Then to
horse! to horse! a circular will be
sent to each of your officers, des-
ignating the time and place of
assembly. Hold yourselves in in-
stant readiness, and bring all
true men with you from this

command who will go, and let us
who struck the last blow as an
organized part of the Army of
Northern Virginia, strike the first
with that victorious army which,
by the blessings of our gracious
God, will yet come to redeem her
hallowed soil.

THOMAS T. MUNFORD,
Brigadier-General,

Commanding Division.

Lynchburg, May 4, 1865.

His Excellency, Governor William
Smith:

Sir:—I have the honor to
acknowledge the receipt of your
communication, and beg leave to
reply, that I had ordered out a
portion of my division, and was
en route for General Johnston's
army, when [ saw your proclama-
tion. Knowing the difficulty of
supplying my command, I issued
an order for all of the Virginia
troops to remain at home, sub-
ject to your call, but the Mary-
land Battalion, who were assem-
bled and ready for anything, had
no money, and no homes to go
to, and back pay due them since
August last. The people were
complaining seriously of having
to support them, and no alterna-
tive was left me but to disband
them.

If you have any orders for me,
they will be conveyed to me by
sending them to my home in
Bedford county.

I send you an order I issued up-
on my own responsibility, and
hope when the time comes for us
to strike, that the command I
have the honor to command, will
be as ready to respond to your
call, as I shall be.

Your obedient servant,

THOMAS T. MUNFORD.
Brigadier-General,
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Virginia City limits Confederate flag-flying
Steve Szkotak, Associated Press / Sep 2, 2011

Officials in the rural Virginia city where Robert E. Lee and Thomas “Stonewall’’ Jackson are buried voted late Thurs-
day to prohibit the flying of the Confederate flag on city-owned poles.

After a lively 2 ¥2-hour public hearing, the Lexington City Council voted 4-1 to allow only U.S., Virginia and city flags
to be flown. Personal displays of the Confederate flag are not affected. The Sons of Confederate Veterans, whose
members showed up in force after leading a rally that turned a downtown park into a sea of Confederate flags, vowed
to challenge the ordinance in court.

Some speakers during the meeting said the ordinance was an affront to the men who fought in the Civil War in de-
fense of the South. One speaker stayed silent during his allotted three minutes, in memory of the Civil War dead.

But many speakers complained that the flag was an offensive, divisive symbol of the South’s history of slavery and
shouldn’t be endorsed by the city of 7,000 people.

“The Confederate flag is not something we want to see flying from our public property,’’ said city resident Marquita
Dunn, who is black. “The flag is offensive to us.’’

Most residents who spoke, both blacks and whites, opposed the ordinance. But H.K. Edgerton, the former president of
the NAACP chapter in Asheville, N.C., said he supported flying the Confederate flag because he wanted to honor
black Confederate soldiers. Edgerton, who is black, wore a T-shirt emblazoned with images of those black soldiers.

“What you’re going to do in banning the Southern cross is wrong. May God bless Dixie,’’ he said, amid some gasps
from the audience.

Before the rally, ordinance opponents rallied in the city park, then marched to the hearing under a parade of Confed-
erate flags.

http://mobile.boston.com/art/25/news/nation/articles/2011/09/02/virginia_city_limits_confederate_flag_flying/

Lynchburg Parks and Rec. Dept. Agrees to Landscape 2nd VA Monument

Commander David Smith and Lt. Commander Tim Roach met with two employees of the
Lynchburg Department of Parks and Recreation to discuss landscaping around the monu-
ment to the 2nd Virginia Cavalry regiment at Miller Park. They will order four colorful
shrubs to place at the corners of the monument base and ornamental grass plants to cov-
er the bare ground if the camp votes to pay for the plants. This planting will improve the
overall appearance of the monument and protect the ground from erosion. The camp will
bring this expenditure to a vote at the September meeting on the 15th.
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